$7.00. This is a little book written for volunteers in the field of mental deficiency. It attempts to be a compilation or catechism of questions and cliche answers, wherein the missing word is conveniently supplied on the left-hand margin of the page.
This book suffers mainly from oversimplification and the repetition of the conventional wisdoms with respect to mental deficiency.
One would expect in a book of this sort some amplified historical presentation of the problems of mental deficiency, as well as current progress associated with the mentally limited child. There is little doubt that many volunteer workers have either a direct interest in the children they are attempting to help by reason of family relationship, or close acquaintance with such a child, hence this additional information would help support such a relationship.
This book makes an excessively elementary primer for people who might be interested in working with retarded children, since it is nothing more than a question and single word answer arrangement. It provides as much modern knowledge of mental deficiency as the daily newspaper's crossword puzzle aids in the acquisition of a good vocabulary. and it gives a rapid but satisfying overview of some of the significant trends and discoveries of the past year. The editing is excellent and could well be increased in scope with a greater emphasis on editorial comment.
It is unrealistic however to include these three fields in one volume any longer. Psychiatrists at any rate would prefer an enlarged year book devoted entirely to psychiatry. It seems a pity that such a fine effort will not find more favour with individual psychiatrists for this reason. It is a valuable acquisition for the general medical library, but the publishers should seriously consider changing the format to separate the specialties. , Bedingungskonstellationen paranoid.
halluzinatorischer Syndrome by Hanfried Helmchen, Berlin. (Monographien aus dem Gesamtgebiete der Neurologie und Psychiatrie Heft 122). New York, Springer-Verlag. 1968, pp. 104. $13.50 . Rather than being a monograph in the usual sense this small volume is a detailed report of a clinical investigation carried out by the author. It deals with psychiatric and electroencephalographic findings in one hundred women, aged 15 to 65, with paranoid and hallucinatory symptomatology, and it tries to answer the question: what connection have certain defined aspects of the premorbid personality, of the patient's prior history of illness, of EEG. modifications during pharmacotherapy, of the psychotic syndrome and its changes later on, with each other?
Psychiatric status and EEG. were obtained at weekly intervals and statistically analysed according to many criteria. (Many of the significant correlations are nevertheless not high, in the range of below r = 0.5). Treatment was always
